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September 2011 – October 2011




Quotes of the month


“The moment a child is born, the mother is also born.  She never existed before.  The woman existed, but the mother, never.  A mother is something absolutely new.”  Rajneesh


Being a mother was much more than I had expected, but much more in the most amazing way.





“We worry about what a child will become tomorrow, yet we forget that he is someone today.”  Stacia Tauscher


Focus on the present and enjoy each moment.  When my kids ask “when are we…?” I always remind them to focus on the present.  Being overly concerned with the next activity takes the enjoyment out of the current activity.  





“Too often we give children answers to remember rather than problems to solve.”


Let children find their own solutions.  This is how they gain valuable life skills.





Classroom Activities


If you have a special activity you would like to share with the children, you are welcomed and encouraged to do so.  The teachers are appreciative of this special treat.  Plan the activity on your participation day and inform the teacher beforehand.  This is a fun way to add new activities to the school, as well as involve your child in the planning process.  They will be very excited to participate in the activity with their friends.    








Suggestion Box


Sandy Hill is a community and always welcomes new ideas.  Each year we have new members join our community, and with them come new ideas.  We also have returning members who bring with them past Sandy Hill experience who might also have suggestions.  Please feel free to talk with Shani about them or drop them in the suggestion box.  The suggestion box is the metal box used for tuition outside the office.








Just an idea…


Every night tell your child one thing you enjoy about them or one behavior they portrayed that day that you liked or made you smile.


When you are with your children, truly focus on them.  Play.  Talk with them.  Ask questions.  Be present rather than going through the motions.


Give your kids a hug just because.


Make plans to get together with your class.  Sandy Hill has a special way of creating bonds that will last a lifetime.








The Director’s Desk


I remember when I was just starting at Sandy Hill with my daughter.   Even though I had been at another co-op before and was familiar with the responsibilities, I still was nervous of what to expect.  How would I know what to do in the classroom?  Will it be difficult?  What about my committee job?  Can I handle it?  It certainly didn’t take long for me to get answers to those questions.  The teachers were always there for guidance, and other parents who had been here before were always there with advice.  So, all of you that are overwhelmed or nervous, it doesn’t take long, and you will have it all figured out.  In the meantime, ask me, the teachers or other parents for advice.  We are all here to support one another.  


Sandy Hill will always hold a special place in my heart for the memories I built here with my daughter as well as the friendships I made with other families.   I am excited for you to build these special memories with your child.  Being part of your child’s preschool experience is such a wonderful gift for you and your child.  By choosing Sandy Hill, you have chosen to take advantage of this precious opportunity.   Enjoy every moment of this time because it goes by quickly.  











Library


Now that I have space in my office I would like to add a Library for children and parents to check out books.  To do this, I am in hopes that many of you have books you would like to donate.  I would like to include books on parenting and children’s books.  If you have any books you would like to donate, please bring them to the office.  I will let everyone know when the Library is ready for business.  Thank you !!


 





Free Fundraising


This year we will be trying out a new fundraiser.  Each time you clean out your children’s closet, you can donate these items to Sandy Hill.  We will then take them to local resale shops.  The profits from your child’s items will go back to them through new equipment or activities at Sandy Hill.  More information to come from the Community Committee.  Until then, if you have any items to donate, please bring them to my office.





Remember to check your mailboxes and cubbies often.





Phone Tree


You received an emergency phone tree via e-mail as well as a hard copy.  Please keep the hard copy in an easy to find location in case we are unable to access information through the computer.





Director Office Hours:


I will be onsite every school day during the following hours:  


Monday & Tuesday:  9:00 – 3:00


Wednesday: 9:00 – 12:00


Thursday & Friday:  9:00 – 2:00


These hours are listed on the office door.  I am also available via e-mail after these hours.  


If it is after or before the office hours stated above and you need to reach the staff for something regarding your child while they are here on site, please call the emergency cell phone.  The number can be found on your phone/email list (858-353-1378).  Possible reasons for an emergency call to the cell phone include, but are not limited to: you are going to be more than 20 minutes late; someone other than you will be picking up your child (especially if they are not listed on the emergency contact card), you would like to check on availability for Enrichment.  








Special thanks to…


Parent Events Committee for planning the Parent Potluck and the Family Picnic.  Thank you to Michelle and Paul Twardowski for providing their home for the potluck.  It was wonderful evening and lovely to hear how our teachers started here at Sandy Hill.  The picnic was also a great day.  Thank you so much for planning both of these events.  There was a lot of responsibility that came at you in the first few weeks of school.  You handled it well.  Thank you!!





Fall Fundraiser Committee for organizing the coffee, tea and chocolate tasting.  Thank you to all of you for agreeing to take part with this fundraiser.  Not only are we supporting Sandy Hill, but we are making a difference in the world.  It is much appreciated!





Spirit Committee for working so hard on our Sandy Hill T-shirts.  Sandy Hill gear is always great for your participation days as parents and for every school day for the kids.  Make sure to also check out the new water bottles this year.   They are perfect for school lunches.  The sale has been extended until November 4th and some new sizes and colors have been added to the selection.  Make sure to check out the new items on the table or in my office.





Work Party Committee for preparing for our work party on November 4th and 5th.  Again, I do apologize 


to everyone for all the changes in the date.  Thanks for making the necessary adjustments to your schedules.  


The Work Party will be November 4th, 12:30 – 4:30 and November 5th, 9:00 – 1:00.   Make sure to clean out cubbies and mailboxes on Wednesday, November 2nd and Thursday, November 3rd.





All other committees for doing their part in making Sandy Hill operate smoothly.  Everyone does their part and every part is important.  





THANK YOU!!!








Dates to remember:


November 1st & 3rd:  TTH Parent/Teacher Conferences November 4th – T-shirts orders due


November 4th & 5th: Work Party 


November 11th:  Veteran’s Holiday – No School


November 21st – 25th: Thanksgiving Holiday – No School


December 19th – January 2nd: Winter Recess – No School








Parking 


Please respect all the signs that state:  No Sandy Hill Parking.  These parking spaces are reserved for the Fellowship 24/7.  Even if it is for a short time, please do not park in these spaces.    








Thank you for being part of the Sandy Hill community.  








